
ABILENE 
201 N. W. 2nd Street 

P. O. Box 146 
Abilene, KS  67410-0146 

785-263-2231 
800-569-5915 

www.heritagecenterdk.com 
 

CALDWELL 
412 N. Webb 

Caldwell, KS  67022 
620-845-2145 

www.caldwellkansas.com 
 

DODGE CITY 
400 W. Wyatt Earp Boulevard 

P. O. Box 1474 
Dodge City, KS  67801 

620-225-8186 
800-653-9378 

www.visitdodgecity.org 
 

ELLSWORTH 
114 1/2 N. Douglas 

P. O. Box 315 
Ellsworth, KS 67439 

785-472-4071 
www.cityofellsworth.org 

 
NEWTON 

500 North Main, Suite 101 
Newton, KS 67114 

316-283-7555 
800-899-0455 

www.infonewtonks.org 
 

WICHITA 
100 S. Main, Suite 100 

Wichita, KS 67202 
316-265-2800 
800-288-9424 

www.visitwichita.com 
 

 
 
 

www.cattletowns.org 
 

Howdy! 
  
"Cowboys & Cattle Town" is the new Kansas Ready Made Adventure 
to be launched by the Kansas Department of Commerce, Travel & 
Tourism Division. 
  
Isn't it great that Travel & Tourism recognizes the outstanding 
western heritage Kansas has to offer today's traveler.  Watch for it on 
their website kstravel.com  I have linked it to the KCTC website as 
well as National Drovers Hall Of Fame. You may want to link it to 
any of your western heritage websites. 
  
Speaking of websites, the kansascattletowns.org website update is 
about to become live.  I should see a final edit this week and if it is 
ok, it will go live.  Please note the business partners section as being 
under construction.  It is time to renew our partnerships.  You will be 
receiving a letter asking if you wish to advertise and partner with 
Kansas Cattle Towns to bring visitors to our state to experience our 
history. 
  
Due to low revenues this year, we have not advertised in American 
Cowboy or True West.  I will be applying for a grant to help us do 
more promoting of our cattle towns. 
  
The National Day of The Cowboy was this last weekend.  Hope you 
all celebrated.  I know Abilene did.   
 
Let's keep working together to bring those travelers into our cattle 
towns. 
  
Happy Trails, 
D. R. Katzenmeier 
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20th Annual 
 Kansas Championship Ranch Rodeo 
    September 26 - 27, 2008 @ 7:30 p. m. 
       Medicine Lodge, Kansas – Pageant Arena 
       *Tickets at the gate:  $10 adult; 7-12 $3, Under 6 are free* 
 
Bronc Riding                                                              Team Penning 
 

     KCRR Logo here 
Calf Branding                                        Wild Cow Milking 
 
 
Cattle Doctoring                                                                               Double Mugging 
        Sanctioned by W. R. C.A., the 2008 K. C. R. R. Winning Team qualifies for 

   World Championship Ranch Rodeo, Nov. 13 - 16, Amarillo, Texas. 
 

  2008 Invited Ranches: 
Adcock & Whitmire, Sedan                  D & M/Mill Iron, Greeley & Blue  
Arndt & Bailey, Emporia/Alma                       `    Dewey, Cimarron 
Bar Cross & Rolling Hills, Paradise/Brookville-              Haden, Cedar Vale 
Beachner & Still, St. Paul                             Mule Creek, Wilmore 
BuckCreek &Lonesome Pine, CottonwoodFalls- PaddyCrk&Black Diamond, Council 
Grove 
Clawson & Snyder, Englewood/Comanche Co-         Scribner, ElDorado  
  

KSU - KLA Ranch Management Field Day 
    Friday Noon To 4 p.m. @ Gant Larson Ranch*  
         Buster McLaury:   “Cow Work to Maximize Profits”   
     *(1/2 price Ranch Rodeo Friday ticket available @ McLaury Demonstration)*  

    “Colt Starting & Horsemanship Clinic”  Saturday , 4 p.m.  
        @  Pageant Arena (Must have Rodeo ticket for this clinic) 
                  Open Ranch Horse Show 
           Saturday – 10 a.m. – Junior & Senior Divisions 
              Entry deadline September 15 - (20 maximum/class) 

Cowboy Trappings & Trade Show 
        Saddle makers, bit and spur makers, Western décor, fashion & Trade 
Friday, September 26 – opens 5 p.m. – Saturday, September 27 – opens 8 a.m. 
 www.peacetreaty.org/ranchrodeo - 620-886-9815 
 



JULY 2008                                Kansas Cattletowns Coalition Newsletter                               Page 3 
 

AMERICAN INDIAN FOOTWEAR  
AT KAUFFMAN MUSEUM
 
Currently on display at Kauffman 
Museum, on the Bethel College campus 
in North Newton, is a special exhibition 
“Pathways of Tradition: Native American 
Footwear, 1860-1930.”   
 
Guest curators for “Pathways of 
Tradition” are Keven Hiebert and John 
Torline, whose private collections are 
featured in the exhibition.  Hiebert and 
Torline have selected examples of 
American Indian footwear from museums 
and private individuals in the central 
Great Plains.  The exhibition showcases 
examples from the early reservation 
period.  Through everyday and 
ceremonial footwear the exhibition 
explores the themes of women’s work, 
cultural diversity and change.  Materials 
and production techniques are also 
discussed such as soft-soled boots in 
comparison to rawhide-soled moccasins. 
 
Kauffman Museum is well known for a 
unique Cheyenne collection which 
includes moccasins in a permanent 
display called “Original People: 
Tsistsistas.”   
 
“Pathways of Tradition: Native American 
Footwear, 1860-1930” is on display from 
October 3, 2008 to January 25, 2009.  For 
more information on the exhibition, 
programs, or guided tours, contact Rachel 
Pannabecker (316.283.1612 or 
rpannabe@bethelks.edu).  See also the 
Kauffman Museum website at 
www.bethelks.edu/Kauffman. 
 
 
 

 
EAKIN PRESS  proudly announces a 
new book from award-winning author 
Bill O'Neal.  
 
'BORDER QUEEN CALDWELL: 
Toughest Town on the 
Chisholm Trail. '  
 
The Wild West thrived for more than two 
decades in Caldwell, Kansas. Throughout the 
1870's Caldwell was a lawless, 
unincorporated village astride the Chisholm 
Trail. Located just north of the Kansas state 
line, the "Border Queen" was the first 
semblance of a town seen by Texas drovers 
after long weeks of shoving their herds 
through Indian Territory. The raucous trail 
town offered whiskey and women to dusty 
cowboys, while inevitably becoming the site 
of shootouts and lynchings. 
  
Bill O'Neal is the author of more than thirty 
books. He is a member of the Western 
Writers of America, and the National Ass. for 
Outlaw & Lawman History presented Bill 
their 2005 Book of the Year Award for 'The 
Johnson County War.' Bill was selected as 
True West Magazine's "Best Living Non-
Fiction Writer, 2007." 
 
Bill was at the Carnegie Library in 
Wellington on July 25 and at the Caldwell 
Opera House on July 26 for book signings  
 
For information on how to purchase a book 
contact Karen Sturm at 620-845-2145 or 
email hksturm@kanokla.net. 
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Chisholm Trail Exhibit 
Opens June 28 in Newton 

 

 Up the Beaten Path: Following the 
Chisholm Trail 1867-1872 opened Saturday, June 
28, 2008 at 1:00 PM at the Harvey County 
Historical Museum & Archives, 203 N. Main, 
Newton.  Up the Beaten Path features artifacts, 
photos, stories and reproductions that highlight 
experiences of the typical cowboy herding Texas 
longhorns up the Chisholm Trail to Abilene, 
Kansas.  Four themes of the exhibit include 
Marking the Trail, The 1870s Cowboy, Life on the 
Trail, and Cowtown.  Marking the Trail tells the 
story of the founders who started the trail and ties 
into current day recognition and activities.  The 
1870s Cowboy will feature period clothing and 
personal items that the average cowboy would 
have used, including weaponry and horse gear.  A 
campsite scene will provide the backdrop for Life 
on the Trail and explore daily challenges such as 
food preparation and treating illness.  A recreated 
saloon area will highlight Newton’s year as a 
Cowtown, summed up by one popular saying of 
the time: “There is no Sunday west of Newton 
and no God west of Pueblo.”  
 The cattle drives lasted roughly thirteen 
years in Kansas, with the Chisholm Trail running 
through Harvey County for the first five years of 
this period.  Newton was the primary shipping 
point for one season in 1871.  The typical cowboy 
was a young man, unmarried and likely a Texan.  
Some had been Confederate soldiers during the 
recent Civil War.  Upon returning to their 
devastated communities looking for employment, 
herding cattle from Texas to Kansas may have 
been the only job opportunity.  Others joined for 
adventure.   Regardless of why they were on the 
drive, cowboys endured long hours in the 
elements, dangerous stampedes, and monotonous 
food to get the longhorns to the railhead and 
provide much-needed beef to the eastern cities.  
 The exhibit also includes hands-on 
activities for all ages, such as creating a personal 
brand for your herd, tracking wildlife along the 
Chisholm Trail and trying out some cowboy gear.  
Up the Beaten Path will be open through May of 
2009 and is included in regular museum 
admission or membership. Admission rates for 
2008 are: Adults-$3.00; Youth (ages 5-17)-$2.00; 
Children (ages 4 and under)-Free; Family Rate 
(includes two parents OR grandparents and their  
 
 
 
 

children/grandchildren under 18)-$10.  For more 
information, please contact HCHM at (316) 283-2221 or 
info@hchm.org.  
 An accompanying program of the same name 
will be presented by Curator Kris Schmucker on Sunday, 
September 21 at 3:00 PM.  Please contact HCHM for 
further information. 
 
 

A  s tu d io  p o r t ra i t  o f  
c o w b o ys  s p o r t in g  ty p ic a l  
t ra i l  c lo th in g  a n d  
a c c o u tre m e n ts  o f  th e  
p e r io d . P h o to  c o u r te sy  o f   

 
 
Mr. Bill Kurtis visited Boot Hill Museum for a book  
signing. 
 

Bill Kurtis, a native Kansan who gained fame 
as anchor of the CBS morning news, is the author of a 
new book, The Prairie Table Cookbook.  The book tells 
the story of today’s beef revolution in recipes, pictures 
and stories.  It’s filled with historical recipes “from the 
trail” as well as modern dishes, including recipes 
contributed by today’s top restaurateurs.  You will also 
find recipes from Governor Sebelius, former Dodge City 
Mayor; Jim Sherer, Gene Autry and Will Rogers in The 
Prairie Table Cookbook. 

Mr. Kurtis along with Michelle Martin were at 
Boot Hill Museum in Dodge City for a book signing on 
Saturday, July 12, 2008.  The Prairie Table Cookbook is 
now available in the Boot Hill Museum Gift shop.    

The same day Mr. Kurtis was presented with an 
Honorary Marshal certificate and badge.  
 
 
 

A studio portrait of cowboys sporting 
typical trail clothing and accoutrements 
of the period. Photo courtesy of the 
Kansas State Historical Society 
 


